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From Throckmorton-ftreet, Fan. 10. 


Have read fome Verfts con- 

cerning the Education of Chil- 

dren; they are the Cenfure of 

a Coquet ; a Parent {peaks to 

his Child by way of Advice. 
Thofe whoadmire that Poem would 
have but a mean Opinion of it, if 
they had been with me laft Night, 
when a Father amonga Crowd of 
People inftructed his Daughter. He 
told her there was nothing corrup- 
ted the Morals fo much as admitting 
for Suitors the pretended Wits of the 
Age. Their Converfation ferved 
only to fill the Mind with ftrange 
Amufements, to infpireit with what 
is vain and trivial, He went on a 
great way farther in this kind of 
Counfel, but broke off fevera l times 
in giving notable Examples of his 
Difpleafure. He ordered a Colle- 


tion of her Epiftles to be publickly 
read, and faid, every Fop that had 
the leaft Reafon could jumble to- 


gether well enough an amorous = 


of Words to heighten the Patiior 
into Flames of impure Defire ; ae 
there is {carce one in athoufand who 
can compofe a Letter about a chafte 
Love, anfwering the righr ends of 
Marriage. Then he ftop’d, and 
with the gra veltAir imaginable com- 
mitted the whole bundle td the 
Fire,and went on fiying, he thought 
thofe wanton Epiitics were more fig 
to be burnt than kepr as Rarities, 
Upon this, fome of the Company 
fell into a little Difordcr ; the Mob 
rofe, and would haye turn'd Refor- 
mers had they not been timely fup- 
prefs'd by the grave ‘Dote and Ma- 
trons whocame to behold the De- 
ftru€tion of thofe vile Manufcriprs. 
But the Old Man continued to go 
forward with his Work ; for, 23 at 
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Plays between the Aéts, he added to 
the Pile fome Fragments of Verfes 
borrowed from licentious Authors, 
and procecded again in his Inftru- 
ctions Before thofé Relicks were 
all reduc’'d to Afhes, he crown’d the 
few Remains with feveral {mall 
Tracts taken out of his Daughrer’s 
Clofer, which he call'd, The Intrigues 
of Night-Revels, Mafquerades and 
Dancings. The Young People, who 
had ftood neuter all the time, teen’d 
tobe furpriz’d at this new way of 
chaftiling Children ; bur 1 found it 
fent fome of them away full of plea- 
fing Images; their Brains were dila- 
ted fo as to give them an Idea and 
Profpect of what they had learnt in 
the School of Knowledge. By this 


I {aw that good Examples ferve to 
keep the Spirits from langu:fhing, fill 


the Imagination with the beautiful 
Scenes of Heaven, of Felicity and 
leafure, all which givesa perfect 
Difcription of every thing that is 
commendable. My Acquaintance 
with the Gentleman gave me a clear 
Iafight into his Procec dings. It feems 
that as he was walking through the 
Park, he efpy’d his pretty Daughter 
(as he calls her)in Company which 
he did st very weil like. “This ad- 
ded fuch Perplexity to him, that he 
was refolved, fince his private Cen- 
fares made no Impretion upon her, 
he would proceed to publick Reme- 
dies, a Province which Parents (he 
faid) claim as their Right, yer every 
empty-brain’d Tutor knows nor this 
Method of corrncting by way of 
Amendment: For there mult bea 
Critical Nicety obferved both as ro 


Wit and Judgment, to find out the 
Temper of aSon or Daughter, and 
to diltinguifh between the different 
Nature of their Pailions, betwixt the 
firlt Motions of Impudence, and 
thofe of aferene Modefty. Every 
common Perfon cannot judge in thefe 
Cafes ; what brings one Genius to 
Reafon may drive another to Di- 
ftraction. The bare difcovering of 
the Conftirutions of thofe who are 
under our Care is not enough neither 
without a particular Application to 
know how far we ought to carry our 
Refentments, and how often they 
are to be repeatcd. Befides, the truce 
time of Punifhment is likewife to be 
taken notice of, as well asthe Seve- 
rity to be inflicted ; for a Crime may 
be much more augmented when we 
take the Offender in the very Aa, 
than when the Fault is of an old 
Date. Jn fhort,there muft be Threat- 
nings maintained on the one hand, 
and at the fame time Promifes on the 
other. And allthis is to be ordered 

ith a wife Conduct, or elfe we de- 
ftroy our own Reputation, and run 
the hazard of ruining the Charaéters 
of thofe we pretend to inftrué. 





Frem Sion-College, Fanuary 11. 


HE Pieces | write wpon the 
Subject of Reformation will cer- 
tainly fuflera rotal Eclipic, unlefs 
the Learned World come in to my 
Aftance. What avails it for one 
Man to be auttere in his Works, 
while all ether Authors by a pom. 
pous Stile and new drefs'd up Dif 
courlcs, 
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courfes, gim only to charm the Ear 
and the Fancy into a pleafing kind 
of Amufmement, which {pins our 
the Affe€tions, and never informs 
the Judgement. There is nothing, 
in my Opinion, can fo much contri- 
bute to draw the Minds of the giddy 
Multitude trom Tumults and Wan- 
derings as the mentioning of noble 
and generous Actions in a compos’d 
and itudious Strain. Such Language 
will out-live all Ages, and {peak, 
when Time fhall be fwallowed up 
in Erernity. It isa great Incentive 
to hear that Men have raifed their 
Thoughts above Senfe, and carried 
them Seven the Imbodied State. 
The Vulgar are {pent in Enquiries, 
after fuch Examples. Without this 
eager Defire, the Notions of Shep- 
herds and Peafants would ftagnate, 
and that lively Idea they retain of a 
furure Reward muft die away. This 
Thought went fo far among the 
Worfhippers of falfe Deities, that 
they counted their living painful, 
unlefs they believed chat good 
Works were to be compenfated with 
fomething unfeen. One Day | nam'd 
Ovid to my young Grandfon; he 
told me he was a brave Man, and 
that he had read at St. Paul’s School, 
all the Verfes of that Poet. The 
Lad certainly meant the little Pieces 
fold uponthe Bookfellers Sralls call'd 
Ovid de Triftious and ‘his Epiftles. 
This raisd in mea Thought, thar 
Youth remembers whatever is laid 
before them, whether it be of Fame 
or Infamy ; but fo 11] } 
k nc, that I fee 

fidents practifid to 

Vertue. Every on 


n 


to give a Stain to a noble Actions 
but very few obferve to ftrike out 
the vile Deformities they behold in 
bad ones. I don’t fay this Revenge 
arifés from areal dillike of good 
Deeds, but a Refentment againit 
them. Weare willing to vail thofe 
Images with Difguifes, which we 
care net to imitate. I have receiv'd 
Packets of Letters of late,mentioning 
the Crimes and Misfortunes of Men, 
but have had few fent, which re- 
commend the Wife and the Brave. 
I have an Intention of proceeding 
farther on this Article, but ar pre- 
fent am employed in looking over a 
Treatife juit publifh’d, which bears 
the Figure of a witty Piece; yet 1] 
know not how to compliment the 
Author ina Stile equal to his Me- 
rits, for fear of being brought into 
the Lilt of fuch as call ill Names ; 
which have fo harfh a found, that I 
care notto mention them. There- 
fore I only defire the Author, either 
to call in the Books which are unfold, 
or give the Town an Appendix, 
that the Reader may know where to 
{trike out thre. or four Words ina 
Line, and in fome Pages a whole 
Column. 


— — ————— 


From my Houfe in St. James's Squares 
Anuary yl. 

T Sent a Metflenger to a Member of 
the Royal Soctery tolct him know 

J had Jately refolved upon fome cu- 
Inventiar but my Alfairs 
interrupred, i I had only 
fea {mall beginning in the Work, 
ich I would not have wholly lott, 
i him to make uf of it; 
ambitious to fee fuch 


Ule 
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Schomes appear in the World, 

1 with his Amendments He 

‘ng to aililt me in Dittrefs, 

that he has taken my Thoughts un- 
der Colideration. The Pieces are 
Delcriptions of an Heroe anda Gy- 
ant. ‘Ihe firlt Draught fhews dlex- 
ander falling fick at Table at an En- 
tertainment, when the Cup ot Her- 
cules went round. ‘The fecond is 
that of Herewles appearing to the 
Painter Parrafius, who would be 
painted in the fime Potture, where- 
in Theodamas had (cen him. Thefe 
are very lively Images to draw by, 
bur I mult take Liberty ro fay, that 
my Friend has not in his Perfor- 
miance driven theSubjccts © far as he 
might have done. He 1s too im per- 
fect in his Defcriptions, which will 
never pleafe well. However,he has 
the true Notion of the Delign, and 
for that reafon | was willing to fhew 
my Gratitude ; for he has raifed 
great Retkctions in my Mind, and 
given me an Idea of what has been 
performed, whether good or bad. 
Bate as wellas noble Examples bring 
a Manto Reafon. That Initance of 
Alexander waches us, that Excefles 
are the empticft Vanities of all the 
Labours ot Men, and put a {peedy 
Period to our Days. I have feen re- 
prefented in Tragedies all the Cru- 
elties of human Nature; but me- 
thinks none of thofe Scenes appear 
to lively as when L behold Conque- 
rorstalia Victim ctotheir own Paf 
fions. It we conlider the Practices 
of fume Mien, they can produce no 
more the greatnefs of Soul which 
they aflume, thanthe Swallow can 
compare her Feathers with thofe of 
the Peecock tor Beauty and Orna 


- 


ment. Itis to be fuppofed from this 
Place, you may expect an account 
of fuch things as have been lately 
acted by Perfons of Figure ; and in 

deed | can’t omit to mention a fa. 
fhion that is newly come up, call'd, 
‘the Modern Humour to turn with the 
Times, by which means they carry 
on the Affairs of the World with 
great Succefs; they refolve never to 
be defpifed among People that dr. ‘s 
inthe Mode. I am informed that 
another Cuitom is coming up, the 
Followers whereof intend to be call’d, 
The Off/pring of the Vicar of Bray ; a 
People no lefs miltaken in their Opi- 
nions of being in the righr, than the 
formner. In order co this an ingeni- 
ous Artificer has by him two Look- 
ing-Glafles of a new Fafhion, which 
will be feen in a fhort time ; they are 
fo pertectly clear, and give fuch a 
natural reflemblance to the Faces of 
thofe who look into them, that there 
can be no Deceit. This Method is 
like that ufed by the ancient Romans 
to find out who were faithful,or who 
were talfe tothe State. I fhall have 
in a fhort time come to my Hands 
two {mail Figures, which may alfo 
be of general Benchr tothe Publick. 
The tirit will decipher a Man tur- 
ning his Religion our of Doors for 
Gain, and writing Letrers to his 
Fricnds in the Country to follow his 
Example. The fecond will repre- 
fent a Perfon frm to his Principles, 
retuling with Scorn the Honours and 
Wealth (hat are otter’d him co revolr. 
In theile Morals and practical Jefts 
you are made to underitand that 
there are two abfolute Governments 
reigning in the Age, one Vitiated 
and ‘Tyrannical, the other Great 
and Noble, THE 
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